
 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, FERNDALE 
10:30 AM, NOVEMBER 30TH, 2025 
 
Prelude​ ​ ​ ​      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   ​       ​ ​ ​     Bell Choir 
 
Welcome & Announcements​  
 
The Box ​  ​ ​         ​        (no Juniors education today)      
 
Processional Hymn ​                     “My Lord, What a Morning”​        ​ ​ ​ Hymnal 438 
 

 
 
Greeting;  
Pastor: My soul magnifies our God; 
People: My spirit rejoices in God my savior 
The Mighty One has done great things! 
Holy is God’s name. 



 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Assistant: Happy are those whose help is our God. Let us seek God’s help as we confess our sins. 
 
God our Savior, we ask for your mercy. Though we have heard Mary’s song, we still seek security in 
pride and power and possessions. Though we know your story, we resist the costs of following you. 
We pass by those considered lowly in this world. We turn away from hungry people who still wait 
to be filled. Forgive us, we pray. Help us to work for the justice you intend. Make us messengers of 
the peace you bring. As we wait for you, turn our apathy into acts of love and service. We pray in 
the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 
 
Pastor: God forgives all our sins and promises to bring us to everlasting life. Thanks be to God! 
 
Kyrie ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          (ACS page 31) 

 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
Pastor: The peace of God be with you all. And also with you! 

 
At Zion we share the ASL/universal sign for peace, or other non-physical contact to greet one another.  
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle​        
Assistant: We light this candle as a symbol of God’s coming power on earth. For God elevates the 
lowly, releases the captive and brings healing to all in need. We rejoice in Christ’s justice and mercy, 
faithful to all generations. Come, O Savior, come.  
 
                            ​    ​        “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verse 1)​​       ​        ​    Hymn 257 

 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Assistant: Stir up your power, O Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live 
and reign with the Creator and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the 
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised 
above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the 
light of the Lord! 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 122 
1 I was glad when they said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of God!” 
2 Our feet are standing 
    within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem—built as a city 
    that is bound firmly together. 
4 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of God, 
    as was decreed for Israel, 
    to give thanks to the name of God. 
5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up, 
    the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
    “May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls 
    and security within your towers.” 
8 For the sake of my relatives and friends 
    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 For the sake of the house of our God, 
    I will seek your good. 
 
Romans 13:11-14 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is 
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently 
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 



 
Gospel Acclamation​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​     ​        ​     ​ ​ ​  (Hymn 175) 
 

 
 
Matthew 24:36-44 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O God. 
 
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, 
too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one 
will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left.         
42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand 
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
 
The Gospel of the Living One. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Gospel Acclamation​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
Special Music​ ​                      “Awaken and Prepare Us” ​​ ​                    Chancel Choir 
 
Sermon​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   ​       Pastor Matthew Bode  
​ ​ ​ ​        
 
 
 



 
Hymn​​ ​ ​ ​       “Creator of the Stars of Night” ​ ​ ​ ​     Hymn 245 
 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Assistant: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Wait for the Lord ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​  (Hymn 262) 

 

 
 
God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay leaders, 
teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for forests 
and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Wait for the Lord  
 
God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate and 
transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of war to sow peace in all 
places of violence, especially Gaza, Sudan and Ukraine. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions who are ill or 
despairing, and for all of those in our hearts that we bring to you now... Surround all with care and 
consolation. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Wait for the Lord  
 
God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships fray, show 
us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for 
others. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us with all the 
saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. God of grace, receive our prayer. 



 
Wait for the Lord  

 
Pastor: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 
 
Offertory  ​ ​ ​       “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”​ ​ ​     Hymn 885 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 

praise I-Am, Son and Holy Ghost 
 

Service note: In this version of the doxology the first person in the trinity is referred to as “I Am”,  
in deference to one of the Hebrew names for God. 

 
Offertory Prayer 
Pastor: Let us pray. Thanks be to you, O God, maker of heaven and earth - giver of justice, lover of 
righteousness, hope of the afflicted, and friend of the poor. Your faithfulness never fails. Take and 
use these gifts we offer to further your purpose in the world and to fulfill the promise of the world 
to come; through Christ our Savior, Amen.  
 

Ways to give - 
· Venmo @ZionFerndale (confirmation code 7498) 
· Vanco mobile app (code VHLXGH) 
· www.zionlutheranmi.org 
· Offering plate located in the middle of the center aisle 
· Mail to church mailing address 
 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Pastor: God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, 
creator of heaven and earth. You call all people to follow your paths of justice and peace, beating 
their swords into pruning hooks. In the light of your holy Word we look for the day when nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, nor learn war anymore. Therefore with the entire company of 
heaven, and with your people on earth who live in this hope, we praise you and join in the 
never-ending hymn: 
 
(Hymn 192) 
 



 

 
 
Pastor: Holy are you and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, for he is Immanuel, God with us. Fulfilling 
the expectations of the prophets he healed those in need, cleansed the lepers, raised the dead, and 
brought good news to the poor. Through his life, death and resurrection you manifest your new 
covenant with humankind, and through the church of his disciples you give testimony to the power of 
your salvation for the world.  
 
For on the night he was betrayed he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
When the supper was over, he took the cup and gave thanks, saying, “Drink this, all of you. This is my 
blood of the new covenant poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Therefore in remembrance of all your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we give ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a living sacrifice in union with Christ’s offering for the world as we declare: 
  
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you, and on these gifts of bread and 
wine. Let the bread we break be a true fellowship in the body of Christ. Let the cup we share be a 
true participation in the covenant in his blood. By your Spirit empower us to be Christ for the world, 
serving in his name until the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Savior as the waters cover the 

http://blood.by


 
sea. Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all glory and honor is 
yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen 
 
Pastor: Holy One, remember us in your reign and teach us to pray:​
     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
​ your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
​ Give us today our daily bread. 
​ Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
​ Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
​ ​For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
​ ​are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
  
Pastor: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
 
Distribution​​ ​ ​      
Zion welcomes and encourages those of all faith backgrounds to communion. We believe that the death and resurrection of Christ 
makes us all worthy and needing of the sacrament regardless of background, age or any other factor. 
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Communion Hymns 

                        “The King Shall Come”​ ​ ​                ​     Hymn 260 
 

 
        
 
         
 



 
       “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ​ ​ ​                Hymn 438 
 

 
 

 
 
Pastor: O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your 
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 
hungry, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Recessional Hymn​​          “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”​        ​ ​      (ACS 949)  
 

 
 
Benediction 
Pastor: Fear not, people of God. God brings you strength and victory. As you depart this day, may you 
feel Christ’s presence and hear his song singing over you now and forevermore. 
 
Assistant: Go in peace, wait for God in gladness. 
People: Thanks be to God!​ ​ ​  
 
Postlude​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​  ​ ​ ​ ​         ​ ​      Scott Schroeder 
 
*Note: The liturgy for this season comes, with some edits, from “Feasting on the Word: Advent Companion,” David L. Bartlett, 
et al., editors, 2014.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Assistant Minister: Kenn Jones 
Lector: Hope Hughes 
Cantor: Cecelia Mac-Smith 
Cross Bearer: Daniel Schroeder 
Juniors Teachers: n/a  
 
Staff: 
The Rev. Matthew Bode, Pastor 
Office Manager: Stacey Jamison 
Custodian: Anthony Bailey 
Chancel Choir Director: Roger Smith 
Organist: Scott Schroeder 
Juniors Music Ministry: Stacey Jamison 
Tech Ministry: George Stuteville 
 
Zion Council/Lay Leadership: 
Emily Corey, President 
Hunter Hicks, Vice President 
Cecilia Mac-Smith, Secretary 
Dagmar Jones, Treasurer  
Ann McChesney 
Natalie Melnick 
Matt Northcott 
Jackie Oliver 
Martha Struck 
Michael Weiszbrod 


