THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, FERNDALE
10:30 AM, APRIL 12, 2026

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

The Box

Juniors Explore leave following

(children ages 4-5 through middle school)

Processional Hymn

“Christ is Living”
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Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.

Easter Dialogue
Assistant: Alleluia! Yes, Praise God!

Praise God in God’s Temple, and in the heavens God made with mighty power.
Praise God for God’s mighty works. Praise God’s unequaled greatness.



Praise God with the trumpet and with the flute and the harp.
Praise God with the drum and with dancing.

Praise God with stringed instruments and horns.

Praise God with the cymbals, yes, loud clanging cymbals

Let everything alive give praise to God! Let us all praise God.
ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!

Pastor: Today we gather under the victory of God and an empty tomb. Grave, where is your sting and
death, where is your victory? New possibilities are real. Hope lives. Evil is vanquished. The power of
the Spirit is alive with us as it was with the women and the rest of the first disciples. We proclaim as
they did that Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Hymn of Praise “Shout to the Lord” (2x) Hymn 821
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Prayer of the Day
Assistant: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing,




who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Acts 2:14a, 22-32

“But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, ?* “Fellow Israelites, listen
to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders,
and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— **this man, handed over to
you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of
those outside the law. * But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death,
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. > For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the
Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken; ?® therefore my heart
was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. * For you will not abandon my
soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption. *® You have made known to me the ways of
life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” * “Fellow Israelites, | may say to you
confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this
day. *°Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put
one of his descendants on his throne. *' Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ **“This
Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 16
! Protect me, O God, for in you | take refuge.
2| say to God, “You are my God;
I have no good apart from you.”
3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones
in whom is all my delight.
*Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;
their drink offerings of blood | will not pour out
or take their names upon my lips.
>God is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
®The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage.
’ | bless God, who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
%1 keep God always before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall not be moved.
®Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure.
% For you do not give me up to Sheol
or let your faithful one see the Pit.
1 You show me the path of life.



In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

1 Peter 1:3-9

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead *and into an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, > who are being
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ®In
this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, ’ so that the
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Although
you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him
and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, ° for you are receiving the outcome of your faith,
the salvation of your souls.

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (ACS pg 14)
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John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O God.

¥ When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. ** Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send
you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Z If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”



*But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.

2> So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the
mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will
not believe.” *° A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”

>’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” ® Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *° Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe.” ** Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not
written in this book. * But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Living One. Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Special Music “The Offertory”
Jeff Butray, Guest Soloist

Sermon Pastor Matthew Bode
Hymn “We Walk by Faith” Hymnal 635
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Prayers of Intercession
Assistant: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation.

Come and Fill Our Hearts (Hymn 523)
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Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. Breathe your
Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders of

creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

Come and Fill Our Hearts

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to reconciliation.
Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their nations. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way especially those
one our hearts..... Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have
prepared for them. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Come and Fill Our Hearts

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our care for

one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.



Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the church
triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious presence. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Come and Fill Our Hearts

Pastor: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Offertory: “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” Hymn 885

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav’nly host;
praise I-Am, Son and Holy Ghost

Service note: In this version of the doxology the first person in the trinity is referred to as “I Am”,
in deference to one of the Hebrew names for God.

Offertory Prayer:
Pastor: Almighty God, by your grace, accept the fruit of our labor and the offering of our lives in
union with our risen savior who lives and reigns with you forever. Amen.
Ways to give -

- Venmo @ZionFerndale (confirmation code 7498)

- Vanco mobile app (code VHLXGH)

- www.zionlutheranmi.org

- Offering plate located in the middle of the center aisle

- Mail to church mailing address

Eucharistic Prayer

Pastor: God be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Today, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



(ELW pg. 144)
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every
breath. We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness;
out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of
faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; throughout
the world.



Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church,
without end. Amen.

Holy One, remember us in your reign and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

Distribution

Zion welcomes and encourages those of all faith backgrounds to communion. We believe that the death and resurrection of Christ
makes us all worthy and needing of the sacrament regardless of background, age or any other factor.

Communion Hymns “Now the Green Blade Rises” Hymn 379
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“That Easter Day with Joy was Bright”
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Hymn 384

Pastor: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our

Lord. Amen.



Recessional Hymn “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” Hymn 535
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Charge & Benediction

Pastor: Receive the good news: Christ is risen from the dead. Tell the good news: the power of death
shall no more oppress us. Live the good news: we are free to love as he loved us. May God who
raised Jesus from the dead bless you and by the power of the Holy Spirit raise you with him in glory.
Amen!

Assistant: Go in peace, serve the living God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Postlude Scott Schroeder
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