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Pastor Matthew Bode: Great God, we acknowledge that we are not always able to recognize Your
ways as good
People: We confess that we are, at times, confounded;
As on Good Friday, when we commemorate the death of one so dear to us
The Savior, Christ the King.

As a seed must pass through death to sprout new life,
So Jesus Christ has passed into death.
Taking the nature of a human, a servant
He made himself nothing
He humbled himself by becoming obedient to death
Even death on a cross!

For three days, we wait with him, for death to accomplish its purpose;
For Christ’s sacrifice to be made meaningful;
For Christ to re-imagine death.
We grieve, even while we are hopeful.

We wait, and as the stones seal Christ’s body in the tomb, even then we say:
“Oh Death, Where is Your sting? O Grave, Where is your victory?”
And we acknowledge Your good way, the confounding way of obedience to death
That brings us toward Life and Hope.

Prayer of the Day
PMB: Let us pray, Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to himself.
Grant that we who have been born out of his wounded side may at all times find mercy in him,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Gospel - Matthew 27:32-51
32As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to
carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34

they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And
when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36 then they
sat down there and kept watch over him. 37Over his head they put the charge against him, which



read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’

38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those who passed
by derided him, shaking their heads 40and saying, ‘You who would destroy the temple and build it in
three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.’ 41 In the same way
the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 ‘He saved
others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and
we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am
God’s Son.”’ 44The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.

45From noon on, darkness came over the whole land[d] until three in the afternoon. 46And about
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?’ 47When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is calling for
Elijah.’ 48At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave
it to him to drink. 49But the others said, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.’ 50Then
Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple
was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split.

Special Music Brian Londrow

Message Pastor Roland Smith

Hymn “Where Charity and Love Prevail” ELW 359

Bidding Prayer Pastor Weatherly Burkhead Verheist



Let us pray, siblings in Christ, for the holy church throughout the world.
Silent prayer.

Let us pray for our siblings who share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who follow Jesus, your
Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith and keep us united in the fellowship of love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under different
names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful witnesses of the love made
known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those who struggle to know God.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and find peace in
you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the world and in the lives of
Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for God’s creation.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, the bounty of your creation was entrusted to us to care for and nurture.
Trees, plants, flowers, rivers and lakes, sisters and brothers, all races, nationalities, genders, sexual
orientations, faiths; all part of your grand gift. Yes, we squander opportunity after opportunity.
There is violence and threat of war, unrest and cruelty in our neighborhoods, families hiding their
needs, alienation and brokenness, division and self-righteousness. Lord, bring all things to fulfillment
in your cross. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those in need.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have lost
heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of
liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call
on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.

People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread,
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Pastor Roland Stringfellow: Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole
world.
People: Oh, come, let us worship him.

O my people, O my church, what have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me. I led
you out of slavery into freedom, and delivered you through the waters of rebirth, but you have
prepared a cross for your Savior.
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. Forty years I led you
through the desert, feeding you with manna on the way; I saved you from the time of trial and gave
you my body, the bread of heaven, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I led you on your way
in a pillar of cloud and fire, but you led me to the judgment hall of Pilate; I guided you by the light of
the Holy Spirit, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I poured out saving
water from the rock, but you gave me vinegar to drink; I poured out my life and gave you the new
covenant in my blood, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I came to you in the
least of your brothers and sisters. I was hungry and you gave me no food, thirsty and you gave me no
drink, a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison
and you did not visit me. Instead you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

May God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, bless you and keep you in these very days.



Hymn “Were You There” ELW 353

Benediction Pastor Roland Smith

*Opening litany by Fran Pratt www.franpratt.com


