
THE 12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, FERNDALE 
10:30 AM, AUGUST 16TH, 2026 
 
Prelude​ ​                   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         Scott Schroeder  
 
Welcome & Announcements​  
 
The Box​ ​ ​ ​  (Juniors ministries will resume in the fall) 
 
Processional Hymn ​         ​            ​​       “All Are Welcome!” ​ ​ ​    ​ ​    Hymnal 641 
 

 
 
Welcome  
Vicar: The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
People: And also with you. 
 
 
 

http://we.cl


Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
Assistant: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done 
and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Vicar: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Kyrie (led by cantor)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          (WOV page 12) 
 

 



Sharing of the Peace 
Vicar: The peace of God be with you all. And also with you! 
 
At Zion we share the ASL/universal sign for peace, or other non-physical contact to greet one another. 
 
Hymn of Praise​ ​   ​ “To God Our Thanks We Give” (2 times) ​ ​ ​       ​       Hymn 682 
 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Assistant: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known 
throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Genesis 45:1-15 
1 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send 
everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And 
he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Joseph said to his 
brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were 
they at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, 
“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed or angry with 
yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been 
in the land these two years, and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 
7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to keep alive for you many survivors.     
8 So it was not you who sent me here but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his house 
and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son 
Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me; do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, 
your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there, since there are five more years of famine to 



come, so that you and your household and all that you have will not come to poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes 
and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my 
father how greatly I am honored in Egypt and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 
14 Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he 
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them, and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 67 
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make God’s face to shine upon us,  
2 that your way may be known upon earth, 
    your saving power among all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you judge the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations upon earth. 
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you. 
6 The earth has yielded its increase; 
    God, our God, has blessed us. 
7 May God continue to bless us; 
    let all the ends of the earth revere God. 
 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 29 for the gifts and 
the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy 
because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown 
to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be 
merciful to all. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          (WOV page 17)​ 

                  ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​      ​   ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​  ​    

Matthew 15:21-28 



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O God. 
 
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from 
that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 
tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair 
to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs 
that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for 
you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 
 
The Gospel of the Living One. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Gospel Acclamation​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          ​   
 
Special Music​ ​        ​ ​              “Simple Gifts”         Eric Podolsky & Joyce Stearnes Thompson       
 
Sermon​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​         Vicar Kelle Shepherd-Bhavsar 
 
 
 
Hymn​​ ​ ​                             “Healer of Our Every Ill” ​​ ​ ​                   Hymn 612​
​ ​     ​ ​     

 
 



 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Assistant: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 
creation. 
 
Let My Prayer Rise Up (refrain only)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       (ELW 232) 
 

 
 
For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and harmony in 
the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly 
kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards to defend 
the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Let My Prayer Rise Up 
 
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure care for the 
most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and 
serve justly. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, community, and hope. 
Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind, especially those we bring to you now... Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Let My Prayer Rise Up 



 
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize the presence 
of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct your church. May 
their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 
Let My Prayer Rise Up 

 
Vicar: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Offertory:   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          (WOV page 21) 

  
 
Offertory Prayer:  
Vicar: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 
 



 
Ways to give - 

· Venmo @ZionFerndale (confirmation code 7498) 
· Vanco mobile app (code VHLXGH) 
· www.zionlutheranmi.org 
· Offering plate located in the middle of the center aisle 
· Mail to church mailing address 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Vicar: God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is good and right that in all times and places we give thanks for the Spirit and as one people we sing:  
 

 
​
Holy, mighty, and merciful One, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Savior Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 



  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now 
and forever.  
 
Holy One, remember us in your reign and teach us to pray:​
​ Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
​ your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
​ Give us today our daily bread. 
​ Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
​ Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
​ For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
​ are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
 
Distribution 
Zion welcomes and encourages those of all faith backgrounds to communion. We believe that the death and resurrection of Christ 
makes us all worthy and needing of the sacrament regardless of background, age or any other factor.  
 
Communion Hymns  ​ ​                 “All Who Are Thirsty” ​ ​ ​ ​                    (ACS 981) 
 

 
 

               



  “One Bread, One Body” ​ ​ ​ ​                   Hymn 496 
 

 
 

Vicar: The body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

 



Recessional Hymn​ ​                               “Jesus Shall Reign”​ ​ ​ ​                   Hymn 434 
 

 
​    

Charge & Benediction    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          
Vicar: May God in the grace of all creation, God in the power of the resurrection, and God in the sustaining 
Spirit bless you now and forevermore. 
 
Assistant: Go in peace, be good to one another and the world. Thanks be to God!​​ ​  
 
Postlude​ ​ ​ ​                     ​ ​ ​          ​ ​ ​                     Scott Schroeder
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