
 
THE 6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, FERNDALE 
10:30 AM, JULY 5TH, 2026 
 
Prelude​ ​                   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         Scott Schroeder  
 
Welcome & Announcements​  
 
The Box​ ​ ​ ​  (Juniors ministries will resume in the fall) 
 
Processional Hymn ​         ​            ​        “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ​ ​ ​ ​    Hymnal 742 
 

 
 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our 
light and our salvation. Amen. 
 



 
Vicar: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give 
thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed us in a 
well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water 
from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At 
the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water 
of life. 
  
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in the font, and for all water everywhere. 
 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give. 
  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
Call to Confession 
Vicar: “Everyone who calls upon the name of God shall be saved.” Come, then, let us confess our 
sins to the one who is faithful to forgive. Come, then, let us adore the one who is mighty to save! 
 
To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive 
us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in 
justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Pastor: By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of ☩ 
Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness and 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Kyrie (2x) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       (ELW 154) 
 

 



 
Sharing of the Peace 
Pastor: The peace of God be with you all. And also with you! 
 
At Zion we share the ASL/universal sign for peace, or other non-physical contact to greet one another. 
 
Hymn of Praise​ ​   ​          “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”​ ​ ​ ​       Hymn 332 
 

  
 
Prayer of the Day 
Vicar: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Zechariah 9:9-12 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you;     
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 He will cut 
off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he 
shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of 
the earth. 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from 
the waterless pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you 
double. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 
Psalm 145:8-14 
8 God is gracious and merciful, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 God is good to all, 
    and God’s compassion is over all that God has made. 
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O God, 
    and all your faithful shall bless you. 
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 
    and tell of your power, 
12 to make known to all people your mighty deeds 
    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
God  is faithful in all words 
    and gracious in all deeds. 
14 God upholds all who are falling 
    and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 
Romans 7:15-25a 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I 
do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells 
within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the 
good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 21 So I 
find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of 
God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me 
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from 
this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       (ELW 174)​  
​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​  ​    

 
 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O God. 



 
16 “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one 
another, 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18 “For 
John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 
vindicated by her deeds.” 25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
The Gospel of the Living One. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Gospel Acclamation​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
 
Special Music​ ​               ​ ​              
 
Sermon​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​           ​           Pastor Matthew Bode   
 

 



 
Hymn​​ ​ ​                  “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”​ ​ ​ ​       Hymn 608 
 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Asst: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 
 



 
Jesus, Remember Me ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    (Hymn 616)​ 
 

​      
 
God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and movements. Grant us wisdom to 
discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through war and neglect. What you 
have lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Remember Me 
 
God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its declaration of independence, 
teach us our part in announcing peace for future generations. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have become isolated or ill, or 
who are in any need, especially those that we bring to you now... God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Remember Me 
 
God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do. Free us from the cycles of 
violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across communities of trust and goodwill. As we 
remember those now gone to eternal rest, we thank you for the gifts of life together. God of grace, receive 
our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Remember Me 
 



 
Pastor: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, 
through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
Offertory:   ​ ​ ​          ​        “Create in Me a Clean Heart”​ ​ ​       ​                   Hymn 186 
 

 
Offertory Prayer:  
Pastor: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, 
wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to 
proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 
song. Amen. 
 

Ways to give - 
· Venmo @ZionFerndale (confirmation code 7498) 
· Vanco mobile app (code VHLXGH) 
· www.zionlutheranmi.org 
· Offering plate located in the middle of the center aisle 
· Mail to church mailing address 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Pastor: God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
The Spirit of God empowers us with grace to celebrate the beauty of creation and the beauty of the people 
as we sing…. 
​
(ELW 193) 



 

 
 

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful might evolved our 
home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and death, growth and decay, the nest and the 
hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light. Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the 
ancient song: The earth is full of your glory. The earth is full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from death; we remember his 
cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the 
earth with goodness. Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song: The earth is full of your glory. The 
earth is full of your glory. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
  
Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: The earth is full of your glory. The earth is 
full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send forth your Spirit and 
renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give 



 
us a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: The earth is full of your glory. The earth is full of your glory. Amen. 
 
Holy One, remember us in your reign and teach us to pray:​
​ Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
​ your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
​ Give us today our daily bread. 
​ Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
​ Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
​ For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
​ are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
 
Distribution 
Zion welcomes and encourages those of all faith backgrounds to communion. We believe that the death and resurrection of Christ 
makes us all worthy and needing of the sacrament regardless of background, age or any other factor.  
 
Communion Hymn  ​​ ​ ​           “Give Me Jesus” ​ ​ ​ ​       ​       Hymn 770 
 

 



 
Pastor: We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life and salvation. 
Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn​ ​                     “In Christ There Is No East or West” ​​ ​                   Hymn 650 
 

 
 

 
Charge & Benediction    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          
Pastor: God, the Source of glory, God, the Word of life, God, the Spirit of truth ☩ bless you all, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Asst: Go in peace, live kindly and justly. 
People: Thanks be to God!​​ ​  
 
Postlude​ ​ ​ ​                     ​ ​ ​          ​ ​ ​ ​         Scott Schroeder



 
Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Assistant Minister: Judy Arthofer 
Lector: Hope Hughes 
Cantor: Joyce Stearnes Thompson 
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The Rev. Matthew Bode, Pastor 
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Chancel and Bell Choir Director: Roger Smith 
Organist: Scott Schroeder 
Juniors Music Ministry: Stacey Jamison 
Tech Ministry: George Stuteville 
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Emily Corey, President 
Natalie Melnick, Vice President 
Cecelia Mac-Smith, Secretary 
Dagmar Jones, Treasurer  
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Matt Northcott 
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