
 
THE 7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, FERNDALE 
10:30 AM, JULY 12TH, 2026 
 
Prelude​ ​                   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         Scott Schroeder  
 
Welcome & Announcements​  
 
The Box​ ​ ​ ​  (Juniors ministries will resume in the fall) 
 
Processional Hymn ​         ​            ​        “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ​ ​ ​ ​    Hymnal 533 
 

 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our 
light and our salvation. Amen. 
 
Assistant: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism. 



 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed us in a 
well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water 
from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At 
the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water 
of life. 
  
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in the font, and for all water everywhere. 
 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give. 
  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
Call to Confession 
Assistant: “Everyone who calls upon the name of God shall be saved.” Come, then, let us confess our 
sins to the one who is faithful to forgive. Come, then, let us adore the one who is mighty to save! 
 
To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive 
us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in 
justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Pastor: By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of ☩ 
Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness and 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Kyrie (2x) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       (ELW 154) 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Sharing of the Peace 
Pastor: The peace of God be with you all. And also with you! 
 
At Zion we share the ASL/universal sign for peace, or other non-physical contact to greet one another. 
 
Hymn of Praise​ ​   ​          “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”​ ​ ​ ​       Hymn 332 
 

  
 

   
Prayer of the Day 
Assistant: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us 
to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 55:10-13 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they have watered the 
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word 
be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be 
to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 



 
Psalm 65: 9-13 
9 You visit the earth and water it; 
    you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; 
    you provide the people with grain, 
    for so you have prepared it. 
10 You water its furrows abundantly, 
    settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, 
    and blessing its growth. 
11 You crown the year with your bounty; 
    your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow; 
    the hills gird themselves with joy; 
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks; 
    the valleys deck themselves with grain; 
    they shout and sing together for joy. 
 
Romans 8:1-11 
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened 
by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 

and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, 
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       (ELW 174)​  
​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​  ​    



 

 
 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O God. 
 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much 
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, 
and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; 
this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 
 
The Gospel of the Living One. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Gospel Acclamation​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
 
Special Music​ ​               ​           “Simple Song”​​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Judy Caddy        
 
Sermon​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​         Vicar Kelle Shepherd-Bhavsar   
 
Hymn​​ ​ ​                  “O God, Whose Word Well-Planted”​ ​ ​ ​        (ACS 975) 
 



 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Asst: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 
 

Jesus, Remember Me ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    (Hymn 616)​ 
 



 

​      
 
God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the garden of your 
church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions disregarding its 
wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your 
salvation. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Remember Me 
 
God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set our minds on that 
Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the world (global concerns may be named). 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all who toil under the 
hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have exhausted their resources, and for local 
concerns (especially). God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Remember Me 
 
God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May those who travel 
for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment among us. God of grace, receive our 
prayer. 
We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We remember those saints 
who have gone before us in faith (especially Bishop Nathan Söderblom, whom the church commemorates 
today). God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Remember Me 
 



 
Pastor: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, 
through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
Offertory:   ​ ​ ​          ​        “Create in Me a Clean Heart”​ ​ ​       ​                   Hymn 186 
 

 
Offertory Prayer:  
Pastor: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, 
wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to 
proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 
song. Amen. 
 

Ways to give - 
· Venmo @ZionFerndale (confirmation code 7498) 
· Vanco mobile app (code VHLXGH) 
· www.zionlutheranmi.org 
· Offering plate located in the middle of the center aisle 
· Mail to church mailing address 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Pastor: God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
The Spirit of God empowers us with grace to celebrate the beauty of creation and the beauty of the people 
as we sing…. 
​
(ELW 193) 



 

 
 

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful might evolved our 
home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and death, growth and decay, the nest and the 
hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light. Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the 
ancient song: The earth is full of your glory. The earth is full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from death; we remember his 
cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the 
earth with goodness. Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song: The earth is full of your glory. The 
earth is full of your glory. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
  
Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: The earth is full of your glory. The earth is 
full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send forth your Spirit and 
renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give 



 
us a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: The earth is full of your glory. The earth is full of your glory. Amen. 
 
Holy One, remember us in your reign and teach us to pray:​
​ Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
​ your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
​ Give us today our daily bread. 
​ Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
​ Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
​ For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
​ are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
 
Distribution 
Zion welcomes and encourages those of all faith backgrounds to communion. We believe that the death and resurrection of Christ 
makes us all worthy and needing of the sacrament regardless of background, age or any other factor.  
 

 



 
Communion Hymns  ​ ​           “For the Fruit of All Creation” ​ ​ ​ ​       Hymn 679 
 

 
 

   



 
     “What Is This Place” ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       Hymn 524 
 

 
 

Pastor: We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life and salvation. 
Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

 



 
Recessional Hymn​ ​                     “Sent Forth By God's Blessing” ​ ​ ​ ​       Hymn 547 
 

 
 

Charge & Benediction    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          
Pastor: God, the Source of glory, God, the Word of life, God, the Spirit of truth ☩ bless you all, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Asst: Go in peace, live kindly and justly. 
People: Thanks be to God!​​ ​  
 
Postlude​ ​ ​ ​                     ​ ​ ​          ​ ​ ​ ​         Scott Schroeder



 
Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Assistant Minister: Kenn Jones 
Lector: Kristin Kreiss 
Cantor: Matt Northcott 
 
Staff: 
The Rev. Matthew Bode, Pastor 
Intern: Vicar Kelle Shepherd-Bhavsar 
Office Manager: Stacey Jamison 
Custodian: Anthony Bailey 
Chancel and Bell Choir Director: Roger Smith 
Organist: Scott Schroeder 
Juniors Music Ministry: Stacey Jamison 
Tech Ministry: George Stuteville 
 
Zion Council/Lay Leadership: 
Emily Corey, President 
Natalie Melnick, Vice President 
Cecelia Mac-Smith, Secretary 
Dagmar Jones, Treasurer  
Brian Griffin 
Mark Jones 
Ann McChesney 
Matt Northcott 
Jackie Oliver 
Michael Weiszbrod 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


