
 
PALM SUNDAY 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, FERNDALE 
10:30 AM, MARCH 29, 2026 
 
Prelude​ ​ ​ ​ ​      “The Palms” - Faure​ ​ ​ ​      Scott Schroeder​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     
Welcome & Announcements​  
 
Special Fanfare​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       

Note: Today we begin and end facing the baptismal font, the place of death and life, with the words of the gospel.  
We mark movement, from honor and life, to suffering and death, as we begin this Holy Week. 

 
Pastor: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God!  
People: Hosanna in the highest!  
The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing.  
Let us gather under the wings of God’s mercy. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Pastor: God sees our hearts and knows our innermost thoughts. We can deny our wrongs to 
ourselves but we cannot hide them from God. As we confess our sins, let us do so knowing we say 
nothing that is not already known to God, who is not fooled by our strength, but loves us in our 
weakness.  
 
Asst Min: Savior Jesus Christ, how well you know our hearts, 
and still you love us - you have loved us to the end.  
We have denied you,  
and we have denied our calling to serve one another. 
We have betrayed you, 
and we have betrayed your commandment to love one another. 
Pour out your Spirit of grace upon us, 
Teach us to love and serve you faithfully and to love and serve one another by the example you 
have set for us; in your holy name we pray. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Now the Savior Jesus Christ has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. Now the 
promise is fulfilled, and love’s redeeming work is done: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God!  
 
Gospel - Matthew 21:1-11 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O God. 
 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 



 
sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, 
just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken through the prophet: 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to 
you, humble and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 6 The disciples went and 
did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, 
and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 
were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
“Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
The Gospel of the Living One. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Assistant: Let us pray: We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those 
who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them.  
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! Hosanna in the highest!  
 

 



 
Processional Hymn ​          ​          “All Glory, Laud and Honor” ​ ​    ​ ​  Hymnal 344 
 

 
 
Special Music ​ ​ ​      “Hosanna (Praise is Rising)” ​ ​ ​ ​  Zion Juniors Music 
 
Please join us on the chorus: 

 
Hosanna, Hosanna, You are the God who saves us, worthy of all our praises 

Hosanna, Hosanna, come have Your way among us, We welcome You here, Lord Jesus 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Creator, and of the ☩ Savior, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Assistant: Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the 
servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their 
tongues confess Jesus as Ruler, and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 
Hymn of Praise ​ ​ ​       “Pave the Way with Branches” ​ ​ ​                 (ACS 928) 
 

 
 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with 
a word. Morning by morning he wakens — wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5 The 
Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards. 6 I gave my back to 
those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from 
insult and spitting. 7 The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set 
my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8  he who vindicates me is near. Who 
will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9 It is 
the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the 
moth will eat them up. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 31:9-16 
9 Be gracious to me, O God, for I am in distress; 
    my eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body also. 
10 For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my misery, and my bones waste away. 
11 I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to my neighbors, 
an object of dread to my acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee from me. 
12 I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 
    I have become like a broken vessel. 
13 For I hear the whispering of many—terror all around!— 



 
as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life. 
14 But I trust in you, O God; 
    I say, ‘You are my God.’ 
15 My times are in your hand; 
    deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
    save me in your steadfast love. 
 
Choir Anthem​ ​     ​ ​    
 
Sermon​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​ ​       Pastor Matthew Bode   
 
Hymn​​ ​ ​ ​        “Prepare the Royal Highway”    ​ ​ ​    ​     Hymn 264​ 

 

 
  
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  



 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.​
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.​
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.​
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.​
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Assistant: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and 
its needs. 
 
Now is the Time of Grace (Refrain) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    ​ ​      (ACS 918) 

​ ​ ​ ​

​  
 

 
O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your church both 
globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you offer in Jesus. God, in your 
mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea, and plants and 
animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your saving love. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
​ Now is the Time of Grace 
 
Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your beloved community 
among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they act with justice and fairness. God, 
in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like Jesus, know the sting 
of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those experiencing pain or loss this day, 
especially those we bring to you now…. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

Now is the Time of Grace 



 
 
Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. Bless those here 
who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. God, in your mercy, receive 
our prayer. 
 
O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful departed who rest in your 
mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you. God, in your mercy, receive our 
prayer. 
 

Now is the Time of Grace 
 
Pastor: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of 
Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen. 
 
Offertory  ​ ​ “What Feast of Love” (to the tune of “What Child is This”, verse 1)​     Hymn 487 
 

What feast of love is offered here, what banquet comes from heaven? 
What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, the bread comes down from heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given! 

 
Offertory Prayer:  
Pastor: God of all good gifts, we thank you for showing us how to care for each other. May these 
gifts lead to great feasting for those who have no banquets set before them. May these gifts build 
shelters and places of prayer for those who are unhoused. May these gifts proclaim your desire 
that all your creation live in peace. Give us grateful hearts, O God, in the name of the one who 
came to draw all people to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. dAmen. 

 
Ways to give - 

· Venmo @ZionFerndale (confirmation code 7498) 
· Vanco mobile app (code VHLXGH) 
· www.zionlutheranmi.org 
· Offering plate located in the middle of the center aisle 
· Mail to church mailing address 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Pastor: God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 



 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Savior Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith:  
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and 
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Holy One, remember us in your reign and teach us to pray:​
​ Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
​ your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
​ Give us today our daily bread. 
​ Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
​ Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
​ For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
​ are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
 
Distribution 
 
Zion welcomes and encourages those of all faith backgrounds to communion. We believe that the death and resurrection of Christ 

makes us all worthy and needing of the sacrament regardless of background, age or any other factor.  



 
Communion Hymns​ ​                     “Were You There”  ​ ​ ​ ​    ​     Hymn 353 
 

 
     

      



 
      “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” ​ ​ ​ ​     Hymn 338 
 

 
 

 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
Pastor: Now may this the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep you in his 
grace, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Recessional Hymn​​            “On My Heart Imprint Your Image" (2x)   ​ ​ ​     Hymn 811 
 

 
 
Pastor: By the grace of God we seek the courage to walk the final steps with Christ through his unjust 
conviction and lawless crucifixion. Our hearts shift from the “Hosannas” to “God, have mercy”. We 
enter this Holy Week in humility, with the cross of Christ before us and the power of the Spirit at our 
backs. 
 
Gospel - Matthew 27:11-31 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O God. 
 

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not 
answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14 

But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 
15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 



 
whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner called Jesus Barabbas. 17 So after 
they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or 
Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed 
him over. 19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do 
with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20 Now 
the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 

The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they 
said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” 
But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
 
24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some 
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 
yourselves.” 25 Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So 
he released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered 
the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and after twisting 
some thorns into a crown they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before 
him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on him and took the reed and 
struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes 
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
 
The Gospel of the Living One. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Charge & Benediction 
Pastor: Let the same mind be in you that is in Christ Jesus. Look not at outer appearances, be they 
humble or grand, but at the heart, to see and serve the child of God that lies in each one of us. Listen 
to the word of God, and believe. Go in peace, assured of God’s presence with you, with the mind of 
Christ Jesus as your path and guide, and constant companionship of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Postlude​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​      ​ ​ ​ ​      Scott Schroeder 
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